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If it be no small task for a man of the most
favored antecedents and the most fortunate
surroundings to rise above mediocrity in a
great nation, it is surely a more remarkable
achievement for a man of the very
humblest origin possible to humanity in
any country in any age of the world, in the
face of obstacles seemingly
insurmountable, to win high honors and
rewards, to retain for more than a
generation the respect of good men in
many lands, and to be deemed worthy of
enrolment among his countrys great men.
Such a man was Frederick Douglass, and
the example of one who thus rose to
eminence by sheer force of character and
talents that neither slavery nor caste
proscription could crush must ever remain
as a shining illustration of the essential
superiority of manhood to environment.
Circumstances made Frederick Douglass a
slave, but they could not prevent him from
becoming a freeman and a leader among
mankind.
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